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Press release highlights 

I continue to prepare and submit weekly press releases about forthcoming walks for the week ahead 

to The Shrewsbury Chronicle, and The Shropshire Star. We have had new walkers, and many 

positive comments because of this regular publicity. There have been several significant press 

releases in local newspapers and other publications during the past year, including: 

• An article in Welsh Border Life in January 2017 about Shrewsbury Ramblers and the 

benefits of walking; 

• Shropshire Way Main Route (SWMR) launch event in local papers and display in Shrewsbury 
Library & now in Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre – in September /October 2017. 

• Plans underway for article in Walk magazine, and Ramblings (BBC) for SWMR. 
 
Social Media 

Facebook continues to be regularly updated with walk information, photos of recent walks, news 
including walk changes and additions, and P3 publicity. Some figures: 

• 283 followers now, compared to 230 followers a year ago.  

• Our reach has extended to over 800 during the last year, which means that people other than 
followers are seeing our posts. Some walkers are posting photos regularly on the page.  

Twitter 

• 112 followers now, compared to 87 followers a year ago.  

• Some of our tweets have been re-tweeted i.e. circulated to others who are not followers of 
our group, widening the reach. I tweet about a variety of issues including the fantastic work of 
our P3 group, the Shropshire Way Main Route launch, and the benefits of walking. 
 

Working with partners 

Cotswold Outdoor are offering another consultation and shopping event exclusively for members of 

the Ramblers on Wednesday 29th November between 18.00 and 20.00, with mulled wine and mince 

pies. The shop continues to display our leaflets and current programme, as well as some publicity for 

our P3 group.  Peter Moss from Cotswold did a free map reading and compass navigation skills 

practical workshop on 12th June, which was attended by some of our members. He has offered to do 

another one in May or June next year.  

The Walking for Health schemes will no longer have support from Shropshire Council’s Outdoor 

Partnership Team from April 2018, due to cuts in public health funding, so we are looking at ways in 

which our group can be involved with the administration of the schemes around Shrewsbury. Several 

of our members lead walks for WfH schemes.  

Shropshire Young Ramblers attended a joint walk on the 8th January 2017 in Mid-Wales. We have 

not organised any other joint walks, but intend to invite them to a walk in the next programme.  

These partnerships continue to raise the profile of Shrewsbury Ramblers locally, and we are grateful 

to all our partners, including the media.  

Marketing Strategy 

Anne Suffolk and I had a meeting in July to discuss some ideas to ensure we are meeting current 

members’ needs, as well as preparing a plan to attract new members.  Now we have formed a 

Marketing and PR Sub-committee.  We have several ideas to pursue, as follows: 

• Short easy walks on some Sundays designed to appeal to new walkers and families.  

• Walk leader social evening on Wednesday 18th April to share information, support potential 

new walk leaders, and maybe develop some local walk leader guidance;  

• Walk leader training workshop in late April or early May, followed by another navigation 

workshop in May, in time to include some mentored walks for new walk leaders;  

• Every newsletter will include a report on footpath maintenance, and on local campaigns; 

• Walk leaders to record details of new walkers, and to issue membership leaflets to these 

people to increase membership, plus pilot of walk register on Sundays; 

• Introduction to walking course in late Spring or early Summer…maybe combine with WfH 

responsibilities?  WfH walks are free to join however. 


